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Brevard Community Band Seeks New Conductor

The Brevard Community Band suffered a terrible loss when the BCB’s Conductor and Artistic Director, Paul Barber, succumbed to ALS (Lou Gehrig’s disease) on Thanksgiving Day. Barber had served 
as the band’s conductor since 2003. In addition Barber was the conductor of the Hendersonville Community Band and played trombone in many area music groups including the Brevard Philharmonic, 
the Pyramid Brass, the Nouveau-Passe Jazz Orchestra, and the Asheville Community Band. He was a native of Detroit and had served as Director of Fine Arts of the Farmington, Michigan public schools 

for 37 years. Mr. Barber founded the Farmington Community Band which recently celebrated its 40 th year.

Barber had been diagnosed with the illness only a month before his death. Despite extreme difficulty with breathing, Barber continued to fulfill his duties as the band’s leader. Member Karen Cole recalls, 
“I remember Paul coming to our band board meetings with his oxygen tank. He was determined to serve us to the end. He wanted to make sure the band would be okay when he was gone.”

With Barber’s sudden demise, the band found itself without a conductor. Knowing that the search to find the right person would take time, BCB Board Chairman Kathy Young turned to Jamie Hafner to 
fill the void in the interim. “We were very grateful having Jamie guide us through this difficult period.” said Young. “Jamie has been so willing to share his time and talents with us. He is an 
exceptionally gifted musician, educator and conductor, and we are very excited about him being our interim director while we search for a new conductor. Jamie has offered to serve as conductor through 

the 2007 season so that we will have ample time to find the most qualified person for the job.” 

In the meantime, the Brevard Community Band will be in good hands. Hafner comes with a stellar resume. He is Director Emeritus of Bands at The University of Toledo and Director Emeritus of 
Education at the Brevard Music Center. Mr. Hafner served as president of the Mid American Conference Band Directors Association and has degrees from the University of Cincinnati College 
Conservatory of Music. He has been an Honorary Fellow in Conducting at the University of Wisconsin and the University of Michigan.

Hafner has been honored with memberships in many fraternities including Pi Kappa Lambda, a music honorary fraternity, Phi Beta Mu, a national bandmasters honorary fraternity, an honorary member 
of Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia, a national music fraternity and Kappa Kappa Psi, an honorary music fraternity.

As a tubist, Hafner has performed with the United States Military Band at West Point, the Savannah Symphony, the Toledo Symphony, The University of Toledo Faculty Brass Quintet, and the Brevard 
Music Center Orchestra. Last year he was a featured soloist with the Brevard Community Band. Hafner was a founding member of the Tuba-Euphonium Association and has been commended by that 
group for his service as a teacher and performer.

As a conductor, Professor Hafner has earned the praises of composers Ulysses Kay, Vincent Persichetti, Robert Ward, Karel Husa, Fisher Tull, Martin Mailman, Ron Nelson and others for interpretation 
of their music. In 1974, Professor Hafner received University of Toledo’s Outstanding Teaching Award, an honor he holds in high esteem.

Mr. Hafner is also is also a member of the National Association of Professional Band Instrument Repair Technicians and maintains a shop specializing in repair and restoration of wind instruments.

With an interim conductor in place, the Brevard Community Band has already begun its search for a permanent replacement. BCB Board member Dick Sieber is heading up the Conductor Search 
Committee. Sieber said, “We are seeking that special person who is knowledgeable about band literature and understands how to work with adults. Our membership includes musicians from age 16 to 78 
years-old with varying levels of musical expertise. Many are amateurs with high school and/or college playing experience. Some have not played an instrument in 20 or 30 years. On the other hand, we 

have many professional musicians in the band including 14 retired band directors. We need a director who can address all levels making the band experience challenging yet fun. This is a volunteer 
position so it has to be someone with a real passion for bands.” 

“We have an application process in place.” Sieber explained. “Once the applications have been reviewed, we will select finalists who will be asked to conduct a bit at rehearsals and perhaps a number or 
two on a concert during the 2007 season. The best applicant will be asked to serve as conductor beginning with the 2008 season. We are primarily a summer band with our season running from the last 
week in April through the second week in September.”

Qualified applicants interested in the Brevard Community Band position of Conductor/Artistic Director may contact Mr. Dick Sieber at 828-966-4414 or e-mail at cbrfam@citcom.net to obtain an 
application. The deadline for applying is May 1, 2007.
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Interim Conductor
Jamie Hafner

Hafner comes with a stellar resume. He is Director Emeritus of Bands at The University of Toledo and Director Emeritus of Education at the Brevard Music 
Center. Mr. Hafner served as president of the Mid American Conference Band Directors Association and has degrees from the University of Cincinnati 
College Conservatory of Music. He has been an Honorary Fellow in Conducting at the University of Wisconsin and the University of Michigan.

Hafner has been honored with memberships in many fraternities including Pi Kappa Lambda, a music honorary fraternity, Phi Beta Mu, a national 
bandmasters honorary fraternity, an honorary member of Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia, a national music fraternity and Kappa Kappa Psi, an honorary music 
fraternity.

As a tubist, Hafner has performed with the United States Military Band at West Point, the Savannah Symphony, the Toledo Symphony, The University of 
Toledo Faculty Brass Quintet and the Brevard Music Center Orchestra. Last year he was a featured soloist with the Brevard Community Band. Hafner was a 
founding member of the International Tuba-Euphonium Association and has been commended by that group for his service as a teacher and performer.

As a conductor, Professor Hafner has earned the praises of composers 
Ulysses Kay, Vincent Persichetti, Robert Ward, Karel Husa, Fisher Tull, 
Martin Mailman, Ron Nelson and others for interpretation of their music. In 1974, Professor Hafner received University of Toledo's 
Outstanding Teaching Award, an honor he holds in high esteem.

Mr. Hafner is also is also a member of the National Association of 
Professional Band Instrument Repair Technicians and maintains a shop specializing in repair and restoration of wind instruments.
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